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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 





This report is revision of a staff report to the Subcommittee on 
Labor and Labor-Management Relations of the Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare which was made originally during the 82d Con- 
gress, 2d session. It brings up to date the statistical data published 
by various Government agencies regarding the economic status of 
white and nonwhite persons in our population. 

The tabulations contained in this revision continue to show progress 
toward equality among racial groups in various aspects of our economy. 

It is to be noted that most of the sources of statistical data used in 
this report provide separate figures for white persons and “all other 
persons.”’” The latter are identified in such statistical presentations 
as “nonwhites.”’ The data for nonwhites are not usually separated 
as between Negroes and other groups, hence there are no separate 
figures for Negroes. Since Negroes comprise more than 95 percent 
of the nonwhite group, the data for nonwhite persons as a whole 
reflect predominantly the characteristics of Negroes. Therefore, in 
this report, while the tables refer to all nonwhite persons, the text 
describes the situation of Negroes on the basis of the data in these 
tables. 

Recognition is given to the assistance of Miss Mary R. Heslet of 
the staff of the Legislative Reference Service of the Library of Congress 
who did much of the work in assembling the current data contained 
in this report. 





EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF 
NEGROES IN THE UNITED STATES 


(Revised 1954) 


TABLE I 


The population growth within the United States of white and non- 
white plus the percentage increase of nonwhites for the years 1900-1952 
are covered in this table 

The percentage growth of the nonwhite population, between the 
10-year periods of 1920 to 1950, has varied about one-tenth of 1 
percent. During the 1950-52 period the nonwhite population has 
increased one-tenth of 1 percent. The rate of increase of nonwhite 
has been about the same in the 2-vear period of 1950-52 as it was in 
the 10-year periods from 1930 to 1950 

The percentage of nonwhites for 1952 is 1.6 percent below the 1900 
figure for nonwhite 


TABLE 1 Pop ilation of the United States, by colo 1900-1952 


{In thousand 


Nonwhite Nonwhite 
Year Total Y ear lotal 

Number Percent Number | Percent 
1952 (July 156, 981 16, 572 10.5 1920 99 775 12, 488 9 
1951 (July 154, 360 16, 211 10. 5 1920 105, 71 10, 890 0 
1950 (July 151, 677 15, 860 10.4 1910 1. 972 10. 240 
1940 131, 669 13, 454 10.2 1900 75 ag ) 185 21 

Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Cen 


rABLE 2 


This table contains the estimated birthrate percentages covering 
selected period between 1920-50 

The nonwhite population has been increasing since 1947 at the 
approximate rate of 1 percent per vear. The 4.5 percent increase 
for nonwhites in the 1945-47 period compares with a 6 percent increase 
in white population. It is assumed that the reason for the larger 
increase for these vears has been the formation of new families subse- 
quent to World War IT. 

Since 1947 the white birthrate has dropped on the average of 
approximately 1.5 percent per year 


TABLE 2.—FEstimated birth rates,’ by color, selected years, 1920-50 
Rate per 1,000 populatior 
ul N whit Wt Yea N wt W 
1950 33 3 23 1940 2%. 7 18. ¢ 
1949 32.6 23. ¢ 1935 25. 8 7.9 
1947 31.1 26. 1 1930 27 20. 6 
1945 Om. | 19.8 | 192% 5 6.9 
Corrected for underregistration. 


Source: National Office of Vital Statistics 
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rABLE 3 





These tabulations show the death rate of white and nonwhites for 
selected periods from 1900 to 1950. 

These adjusted rates show the continued progress that has been 
made, over the years, in expanding the life expectancy of both whites 
and nonwhites. Between 1900 and 1950, the nonwhite death rate 
has dropped 15.6 percent and the white death rate has been reduced 
by 9.6 percent. 


TABLE 3 {ge-adjusted death ute 4 colo Death-reqistration States, selected 
year 1900-1950 
Rate per 

Year Nonwhite White Year Nonwhite Whit 
1950 12.2 8 lf 17.3 11.1 
194 12.6 8.4 I 20.1 11.7 
194 12.8 8.8 1! 2). 6 13. 7 
194 4 19] 24.1 15. 6 
194 16,2 10.2 19 97.8 17.6 

140 
N Ott \ 
TABLE 4 


This table pertains to life expectancy at selected ages for white and 
nonwhite, male and female. The years 1950 and 1919-21 are used as 
base years 

The figures for nonwhite females show the greatest increase of life 
expectancy between the 1919-21 and 1950 period. This shows that 
16.3 vears of life expectancy have been added to this group. In the 
same period, 13.9 years has been added to the life expectancy of the 
white female. 

Life expectancy for nonwhite males during the same period has 


increased 12.1 years and for white males, 10.3 vears. 


TABI 4 fverage number of years of life rematinir g at selected aqges, hy color and 
sex, 1950 and 1919-21 
Nonwhite White 
Age and sex 7 ae" 
19, 1919-21 Net 1950 1919-21 1 Net 
ncreast increase 
M 
Att 2.2 47.1 12. 1 66. 6 6.3 10.3 
| 4.0 Ss. 4 5 49.7 45. € 4.1 
$ ft LA 31.4 29.9 l 
15, 2 l4 . 15.9 15.2 7 
Fe ricait 
At birth 63. 2 416.9 6.3 71 58. 5 13. 0 
2 47.3 37.2 10.1 54. 2 46.5 ot 
40) 0.4 25.6 4.8 35.3 30.9 4.4 
6 17.7 14.7 3.0 18.3 15.9 2.4 
Based on death-registration States of 1920. 
21950 figures not available; 1949 figures are used in this section. 


Source: National Office of Vital Statistics, 
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TARLI 

This table contains pop ilation figures for the United States for the 
vears 1940 and 1952 In addition the table gives a breakdown by 
age, sex, white and nonwhite 

The overall nonwhite population during the 1940—52 period increased 
23.1 percent. The white population increased 18.7 percent 

The greatest increase in the population of both whites and non- 
whites for this period is found in the group under 10 years of age 
The second greatest increase was recorded in the age group 45 
through 64. 


TaBLe 5.—Population of the Unite States, by color, age, and sex, 1952 ar 
th 
10u 
N W ( } 9 
Nu 
Age and x 
oe M 2 dA 
N N 
Wl . W 
‘ wt 
Total t 72 54 4 ) § 2] 8 22 4 2 ~ 
{ ler 19 2. 668 28 . . ) 517 19.8 2 
l »19 » &] 2 1, 582 21 f % 734 1.7 g 
x) to 34 852 4 5 2, 4 2, oh s 4 
3 44 2, 248 RK 19. 900 6.4 8 447 ) x 
45 to 64 27 2 aot 29 2 } x 4, O06 ”.7 
65 and ove 1 640 2,149 s ) is 14 
Mak 8 117 6. ¢ 69, 972 1 449 { 2 2 
1 ler 1 2, ~ } 44 ; 4 +, SUS 5 
10 19 l "9 x Wh2 4 + S12 
2X to 34 1, 828 { 2 4 } if + 8 
35 to 44 1. 068 ) 1 4 &. 250 “ 1,2 
4 o4 l s 1,054 +, 4 12 4 2, 0US 23. 8 7 
65 and over 459 24 BNE 4, ORD 604 4] 2 
Female 8, 452 6. 84 437 S. 7F f 1. ¢ 2 » 8 
Under lf 1, 994 i 0 ) { { {2.8 
10 to 19 1,413 10) ), 621 12 S 2 s 
20 to 34 2, 024 1, 842 | 424 14, 871 S2 3 8 
35 to 44 1,179 10,059 8 1, S5t 2 2 
4 » 04 1. 351 ) 4 638 . 2 ~ RS 
65 and ove f t 6, 4 4, 29 2 1 
NOTE Figures do not necessarily add to total be ise of rour 
Sourt U.S. Bureau of the Censu 


TABLE 6 


The rural and urban percentages of the population for the 10-year 
period between 1900-1950! are listed in this table with a further break- 
down by white and nonwhite 

During the 1940-50 period the movement of the nonwhite popula- 
tion into urban centers has been notabl It is thought that the man- 
power needs of our war industries was a great contributory factor. 


Latest figures available, 


46485-—54 2 
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TABLE 6 Pop ilation by color and urban-rural residence, 1900-1950 


{Population in thousands} 


Nonwhite White 

Year 7 — maz i — 

’ ilies Percent Mt Teh : Percent 

otal Urban Rural urban Total Urban Rural urban 
DE  niekinccmnnionenie 15, 482 9, 389 6, 092 60.6 135, 215 86, 639 48, 576 64.1 
1940 : | 13, 454 6,451 | 7, 004 17.9 118, 215 | 67, 973 50, 242 57.5 
1930 | 12, 488 5, 395 7, 094 43.2 110, 287 | 63, 560 46, 727 57.6 
1920 10, 890 3, 685 7, 205 | 33.8 94.821 | 50,620| 44,201 | 53.4 
1910 — 10, 240 2, 791 7, 449 27.3 81, 732 | 39, 832 | 41, 900 48.7 
1900 . jane 9, 185 2, 079 7, 106 | 22.6 66,809 | 28,718 | 38,091 43.0 


| | | | | 


1The urban and rural population data for 1950 are not comparable with earlier periods because of changes 
in the urban definition. The total urban population in 1950 is about 8 million larger than it would have 
been under the 1940 definition 


Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census 


rABLE 7 


The percentages of migration of the white and nonwhite population 
for the years 1949, 1950, 1951, and 1952 are shown in the following 
table: 
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TABLE 7 Percent distribution by migration status of the population, by color, 
April 1952, April 1951, March 1950, Api 1949, 1947, and 1940! 
A pril 1951 to April 1950 t March 1949 to 
4 pril 1952 A pril 1951 March 1985¢ 
Migration status 
Nonwhite White Nonwhite White Nonwhite W hite 

Total 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Nonmigrants 94.8 92. 7 4.2 92. 6 5.1 93.9 
Migrants . 5.1 6.8 5. 6 wa 4.7 5.7 
Within a State 3.0 3.3 3.6 3. A 3.0 3.0 
Between States 2.1 3.5 2.0 3. 7 1.7 2.8 
Abroad l 5 2 2 2 4 

April 1948 to A pril 1940 to April 1935 to 

April 1949 A pril 1947 A pril 1940 
Migration status 
Nonwhite White Nonwhite W hite Nonwhite W hite 

Total 100. 0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100. 0 
Nonimmigrants 95. 1 93.8 77.4 78.9 90. 4 R6. 2 
Migrants 1.7 5.9 21.8 20. 7 9. 5 13.5 
Within a State 2.8 2.8 aan 11.0 ). 4 
Between States 1.9 3.1 14. 1 9.7 3.9 ¢ 
Abroad 1 $ 8 4 l 3 


1 Data for 1952, 1951, 1950, 1949, and 1947 refer to the civilian population bort 
of the migration period; data for 1940 refer to the total population born or 





migration period Migrants are persons living in a different cour at th 
the one in which they were living at the beginning of the period. 
NOTE Figures do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding. 


Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census 


As shown in the preceding table, this table also indicates that the 
greatest period of migration for both whites and nonwhites was 
during 1940-47. Again the effect of wartime manpower needs was 
the big factor in this movement. Since that period, migration has 
been at a low level. It would appear that people who have migrated 
have remained in their new areas. 

It is interesting to note that the rates of change in migration for the 
whites and those for the nonwhites have been about the same for any 
of the periods covered in this table. 


TABLE 8 
Incorporated in this table are the figures pertaining to the population 


of whites and nonwhites by region and States. The census figures for 
1940 and 1950 are used. 
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TABLES Pr ation ft ( ; ) and Nt } cs j 
50 94 Perce > 
44 
: | 
) S i State 1 | | | 
N ce Nor \ 
I W t 
4 nor VI t Ww 
whit v 
Pacific 14. 48 2 7 ). 733. 2¢ 62 g x! 100 1f 
Washingt 2 378. 9643 62, 468 2. sf } 38, 044 37 64. 2 36.4 
Oregon 1, 521, 341 24, 213 1. ¢ ORG, 684 ] 153 } Of ; ag 
California 10, 586, 223 671, 02 6.3) 6,907, 387 3] 24 { 3 
! Nonwhite total for 1950 represents complete Census enumeration and differ ym figu how 
tables which are based on sample dat 
2 Less than | percent 
Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census 


Included in this table are those cities of the United States which 
have a population of 50,000 or more nonwhites for years 1940 and 
1950. 


TABLE 9 Population by color, 1950 and 1940, for citie h 50,000 or mo 
no hites in 1950 
Non white 
Nonw Ww pereent t 
popula 
( 

r¢ 

) ) 4 
aI 


New York, N. Y 7 29 | 477,494 62.4 | 7,116,428 | 6,9 18 6.4 














Chicago, Il 09,4 Si 1 6 
Philadelphia, Pa 78, GOS 7 19.9 2 Q g 

Detreit, Mich 72 150, 790 01.4 15,847 | 1,4 4 ’ 
Washington, D.C 284,031 ) 188, 76 0 8, 14 { 2 { 28 
Baltimore, Md 0. ( ) 723. f 23 8 ‘ 
Los Angeles, Calif 211, 585 6. 2 s { ( 
New Orleans, La. $2, 682 22 s { 

St. Louis, Mo 154, 448 41.4 ts { t is. | i 
Cle land, Ohio 49, 547 l 6 5, 2 t ) 
Memphis, Tenn 47, 28 121, 536 21.2 248 rl, 4006 { 2 $ 
Birmingham, Ala 0, 142 08, OF 4 15, 89. 8, 622 19.9 i 
Houstor Tex 125, 66 86, 45.2 17 4 7.9 2 2 
Atlanta, Ga 21,416 | 104, 602 6.1 19, 898 17, BSE 6.2 6. 4. ¢ 
Pittsburgh, Pa 82, 983 L2, 423 2.9 13, 82 609, 2 2 2 ) 
San Francisco, Calif 81,469 41,8 155. 9 693, SSS 2, 7 

Cincinnati, Ohio 78, 685 95, 757 41 ' 499,38 6. 4 t 2.2 
Newark, N. J ’ 75, 626 463, 22¢ 63.6 56 () ~ { 4 8 
Richmond, Va . 73, 08 61, 336 19. 2 157, 22 ; ) 4 1.7 1.8 
J acksor ville Fla 2 529 Sis 7 i IRS 247 

Indianapolis, Ind 64, 091 217 2 ( 82 } s 

Norfolk, Va 63, 456 if, OR4 37.7 (0), 8, 248 29 
Louisville, Ky_.. 7,772 47, 210 22.4 Nf { $8 
Dallas, Tex 263 0. 488 13.4 77 ) 14 246 14 

Kansas City, Mo.. 56, 023 41,832 33.9 100, 599 ; i 2 2 

Oakland, Calif 55, 778 292. 1 328, 797 28 ‘2 f i 
Nashville, Tenn 54, 726 17, 330 15. 6 9, 58 2 2 4 4 28 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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TABLE 10 


STATUS OF 


NEGROES 


Those cities which have had more than 100 percent increase of 


their nonwhite population during the 1940 


in the following table: 


TABLE 10 


than 100 percent increase in 


Alameda, Calif 
Albuquerque, N. Mex 
Baton Rouge, La 

B ( , Mict 
Berkeley, Calif 
Buffalo, N. Y 
Denver, Col 
Detroit, Mic 

Erie, Pa 

Flint, Mich 

Fort Wayne, Ind 
Grand Rapids, Mich 
Holyoke, Ma 
Kalamazoo, Mich 
Lima, Oh 

Long Beach, Calif 
Lorain, Ohio 

Los Angeles, Calif 
Lubbock, Tex 
Madison, Wi 
Milwaukee, Wis 
New Britain, Conn 
Niagara Falls, N. Y 
Oakland, Calif 
Ogden, Utah 
Peoria, Tl 

Pontiac, Mict 
Portland, Oreg 
Racine, Wi 
Richmond, Calif 
Rochester, N. Y 
Rockford, 1 
Saginaw, Micl 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
San Bernardino, Calif 
San Diego, Calif 
San Francisco, Calif 
Santa Monica, Calif 
Schenectady, N. ¥ 
South Bend, Ind 
Spokane, Wash 
Syracuse, N. ¥ 
Tacoma, Wash 
Utiea, N. Y 
Woonsocket, R. I 


source 


U. 8. Bureau of the Census 


-Population by color, in 1950, for cities 
n between 1940 and 1950 


nonwhite populatio 


1950 population 


Total Nonwhite 
#4, 430 6, 326 
OB R15 1, 966 
125, 629 35, 182 
52, 523 348 
113, 805 17, 537 
580, 132 37. 700 
415, 786 18, 252 
1, 849, 568 303, 721 
130, 803 3, 437 
163, 143 14, 043 
133, 607 5, 294 
176, 515 6, 937 
54, 661 345 
57, 704 > 599 





TABLE 11 





50 period are set forth 


of 50.000 or more with more 


Percent change, 1940-50 





Total Nonwhite White 
77.7 459.3 65.4 
173.1 23.9 174.4 
261.8 202. 6 291.7 

9.5 102.3 9, 2 
33.0 232.1 19.9 
7 106, 2 7 
29.0 112.2 #.7 
13.9 101. 4 5. 0 
11.8 147.3 10. 2 
1 110.1 2.9 
12.8 109.0 10.7 
7.4 154.6 5.0 
ie 231.7 1.2 
6.7 122.0 4.2 
12.4 108.8 8.9 
52.7 290. 0 KM, 2 
I 120. 1 13.3 
: 116, 2 25. 1 
180. 1 121.1 

133. 3 11.9 

: 144.7 6.3 
7.3 210.4 6.3 
16.5 239. 6 13.3 
27.3 292. 1 14.2 
30.7 153.6 28 9 
6.4 105. 0 7 
10.6 145.8 4.6 
22.3 132.8 20. 2 
5.9 232. 8 4.4 
321. 1 3, 384.3 267.3 
2.3 129.3 1.0 
9.8 112.1 8.3 
12.2 154.3 6.1 
21.5 151.2 20. 4 
44.5 120.9 42.8 
4.4 187.2 60.5 
22. 2 155.9 15, 1 
33.8 101, 2 31.5 
4.8 107.3 4.0 
14.5 128. 1 10.3 
32.6 144.5 31.5 
ae 117.4 5.8 
31.3 146. 4 29.4 
1.0 215.7 -1 
1.8 109. 6 ae 


The median school years completed by white and nonwhite persons 


Or 


5 years old and over are incorporated in this table. 


Census figures 


of 1940 and 1952 are used for nonwhite, the vears 1940 and 1950 ! for 


white. 





Latest figures for white people not available 
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TABLE 11A.—Median school years completed by white persons 25 years old and ove 
hn sex 1950 and 940 
J a + 


1950 1940 Net change 
Both sexes 7 8.7 1.0 
Male 1.3 8.7 6 
Female -. 10. 8.8 1.2 


Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census 


The median change for nonwhites between the 1940-52 period was 
1.4 years, an increase of one-tenth of a point over the 1950 figure. 


TABLE 11B. Median school years completed by nonwhite persons 25 years old and 
over, by sex, 1952 and 1940 } 


1952 1940 Net change 
Both sexes et 7 1.4 
Male.-.... 6.8 4 1.4 
Female 7.4 6.1 1.3 


1 Comparable figures for white persons not available 


Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. 
TABLE 12 
School enrollment of both whites and nonwhites covering the ages 5 


) 
through 24 are considered in this table. Census figures for 1940 
and 1950 are used. 


TaBLe 12.—School enrollment of the population 5 to 24 years of age, by color, 1950 
and 1940 


[Enrollment in thousands] 


1950 1940 
Color and age Enrolled in school Enrolled in school 
Total es 7 ome 2 Total 

Number Percent Number Percent 
Nonwhite, 5 to 24 5, 664 3, 357 9.3 5, 366 2, 863 53.4 
§ to 13... 2, 796 2, 277 81.4 2, 468 1, 950 79.0 
14 to 17 1,083 819 75.6 1, 100 751 68. 2 
18 to 24 1, 786 260 14.6 1, 798 163 9.1 
White, 5 to 24 ; 40, 998 25, 034 61.1 40, 986 23, 896 58.3 
5 to 13... 19, 663 16, 005 81.4 17, 557 14, 890 84.8 
14 to 17__. 7,435 6, 370 85.7 8, 620 6, 958 R0. 7 
18 to 24 13, 899 2, 660 19.1 14, 809 2, 047 13.8 


Source: U, 8S. Bureau of the Census. 
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The white and nonwhite population between the ages 5-13 for the 


1 ¢ 


1950 period, are included in these figures. In both these white and 


nonwhite groups, 81.4 percent were enrolled in schools 

The 18-to-24-age group of nonwhites had a 5.5 percent increase in 
school enrollment during the 1940-50 period There was a 5.3 per- 
cent increase of whites in this age group attending school for the same 
period 

TABLE 13 

The following tabulations cvlve the employment status of the white 
and nonwhite population for the years 1947, 1949, 1951, and 1952 

As of 1952, 4.6 percent of the nonwhite labor force was unemployed 
This was down 3.6 percent from the 1949 figure. White unemployed 
in 1952 was 2.4 percent of the working force. This represents a 2.8 
percent drop in the white unemploved figure from 1949. It is assumed 
that the industrial needs brought about by the Korean conflict was 
one of the major causes of the drop in unemployment figures. 

Nonwhite females in the 1952 working force was 44.2 percent and 
white females 32.7 percent. For nonwhite females in 1952, this 
represents a one-tenth of 1 percent increase in its labor force over the 
vear 1947 White females for the same two periods show an increase 
of 3.2 percent in the labor force 
TABLE 13 Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population, by color 


and sex, annual ave rages 1952, 1951, 1949, and 1947 


I li t oO 
Nonwhit W hits 
Empl 
1952 1951 1949 1947 1952 951 1949 1947 
Bo 
Population, 14 vear ind over 10. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1), ( 100. 0 100. ¢ 
In labor force 2 9 62.7 63.7 s 0.9 7. a s ( 
Not in labor force 37.8 37.3 $6.3 $4.2 43. 1 42.8 43. 2 44.0 
I bor force wo wo 0”. 0 ‘ ) 100. 0 100.0 10 
I loved 5.4 ) ) 4 } ) 4.8 5.7 
{ pl 4 4 8 1 
Ma! 
Population, 14 rs and o 10) " v0 100) () 10) 10 
! lat roe S38 x3. f s4 R5N s 4.0 84.0 S33. 
N labo 6. 2 lb. 4 14.2 16.4 ] ) 6.0 16, 2 
In labor force 100. 0 100.0 100 100.0 100.0 00 100. 0 LOO. { 
I pl 1 ) 5. ( 1 4.3 7.8 17. ¢ 4.8 ) 
l 14 s.S ‘ i 2 
Fe 
I ] { I ) 0. 0 100, 0 0.0 ”) 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100 
In labor for 14.2 14.9 45.8 14.1 32.7 32. ¢ 31.0 "y 
Not labor force ‘ | ig Qg 67.3 67.4 6. ( 70 
\ 1K 1 
I ] ) s y y 4 ; 
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rABLE 14 


The percentage distribution of white-nonwhite married couples 
in’ the labor force is given in table 14. The census figures of March 
1940 and 1950 are used as the base years in this table. 


TABLE 14.—Percent distribution of married couple s, by labor-force status of husband 
and wife, by color, March 1950 and 1940 


1950 1940 
Labor-force status of husband and wife 
Nonwhite White Nonwhite Whit 
Married couples, husband head of household 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 

Husband in labor force 91 1.7 92.8 91.7 

Wife in labor force __ 33. ¢ 20.8 22. € 10.1 

Wife not in labor force 58. 0 70. 8 70. 2 81.5 
Husband not in labor force_.-. 8 ‘ 7.2 8 

Wife in labor force__._. 3 1 4 £7 

Wife not in labor force 1 6.9 5. § 

Note.—Figures do not necessarily add to totals because of r 


Source: U. 8. Bureau of the Census 


The percent of couples in both groups with both members in the 
labor force increased between 1940 and 1950 with a relatively higher 
increase among the white 


TABLE 15 


Incorporated in this table are the pe rce ntages of whites and non- 
whites in the labor force for the year 1952, by age and sex. 

Of the white male population 65 vb over, 42.5 percent were in the 
labor force in 1952. The percentage for nonwhite males was 43.3 
percent. 

Within the female population of the same age group, 8.7 percent 
white and 14.3 percent nonwhite were in the labor force 

It would appear from these figures that age 65 does not mean 
retirement for a large segment of the working force both white and 
nonwhite. 


TABLE 15. Percent of the civilian population in the labor force, by color, age, and 
Sez, annual ave rage 1952 


Male Female 

Age — 

Nonwhite White white White 
Total, 14 and over-.. 83.8 83. 6 44.2 32.7 
14 to 17... ‘ i 41.5 38. 2 22.7 22. 0 
18 to 19 79. 4 72.7 44.7 52. 0 
20 to 24....- ‘ 92.8 87.6 43.9 44.8 
25 to 34 96. 2 47, € 50. 1 33. 8 
35 to 44_. 97.2 17.9 M40 8.9 
45 to 54__. 95. 0 6. 3 52.7 38.8 
55 to 64 85. 7 87 7 42.3 27 6 

65 and over....- ‘ " 43.3 42.5 14 8 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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TABLE 16 


Included in this table is the percent distribution of white and non- 
white men and women employed in major industries for March 1940 
and April 1953. 

Nonwhite male workers in general agriculture dropped 26.4 percent 
between 1940 and 1953. During the same period nonwhite employ- 
ment in construction rose 4.2 percent, in manufacturing 11.4 percent, 
in public utilities 3.1 percent, and in wholesale and retail trade 5.1 
percent. The drop in agriculture employment for nonwhite females 
was 12.5 percent. Increases amounting to 8.8 percent were shown 
for this group in wholesale and retail trade, and 4.8 percent in manu- 
facturing. 


TABLE 16.—Percent distribution of employed men and women, by major industry 
, / 4 / ) y 
group, by color, Lpril 1953 and March 1940 


Nonwhite White 
Sex and major industry group 

1953 1940 1953 1940 
Total er plove i men 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100. ¢ 

Agricultu 15 41.7 12.0 21 
Mir 3.6 7 2.1 2.8 
Construction 8.9 4.7 8.38 6.1 
Manufacturing 26.8 15.4 0.7 25. 4 
l'ransportation, communication, and other public utilities 9.6 6.5 9.0 8.3 
Wholesale and retail trade 15,5 10.4 18.2 16.9 
S © industric 15.4 15.9 13.8 13.9 
\ justric 2.2 2 3.8 

| i l 5 2 1 
iployed wome! 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 
Agr ( lf 1.3 2.4 
Min 5 1 
Con l 1 7 3 
Manufacturi s 27.1 23.7 
Cransportation, communication, and other public utilities 9 2 5.0 3.5 

Wt nd retail t i 13. ( 1 1 20 
1dustrie 71 7 4.6 45.8 
All ndustrie 2. ¢ 4.6 3,2 

I rot re l ) 2 


Souree: U.S. Bureau of the Censu 
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TABLE 17 


This table encompasses the percent distribution of nonwhite men 
and women within our major industry groups for selected years from 


1940 to 1953. 


TABLE 17. Percent distribution of ¢ mployed nonwhite men and women, by majo 
industry group, Apr l of selected years, 1940-52 







Sex and major industry group 1952 195 4S 1044 HA) 
Total employed men 100. 0 (x 100 100 On 
Agriculture ? 2 24. 22.4 31.3 13 
Nonagriculture 80. 8 75.4 ( 68. 7 6.7 
Mining 2 2.4 | 4.1 1.8 
Construction 8.8 7 6.7 3.7 4.8 
Manufacturing }. 4 2 24.0 93 6 1¢ 
Durable 17.4 f f 
Nondurable | 7 7 
Transportation, communication, and public utilitie 7.5 6 10.0 6.7 
rrade, finance 16, 2 13. € 12.3 ll 
Domestic and personal service 7.2 7 7. ¢ 6.0 s 
Professional services 4.4 1.4 is 3.2 2.9 
Government 1.9 5. ( 4.2 9 1.7 
Other 2. 7 2. § 2.6 L.Y Ps 
Total employed women 100. 0 100. ( 100 100. 0 100 
Agriculture 6.2 8 8.7 | ) 21.0 
Nonagriculture 13.8 ] ) RY 79. ( 
Mining l 
Construction 2 
Manufacturing ) 8.9 
Durable 2 ¢ 2. § 
Nondurable { ( 6.4 
rransportation, communication, and public utilities 8 f 
rrade, finance 12.9 11.4 { { 4 
ic and personal service 2 f 5S (4. ¢ 
Professional services 13.8 4 
Government a I t 
Other 4 i s 
Che 1940 data are for Negroes only but are not signi ntly differen 
Includes forestry and fishery 
Not available 
4 Includes business repair services, amusement, and recreat 
5 Less than 0.05 percent 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Cer 
NOTE Figures do not necessarily ad » totals be is€ 
subject to sampling variation which may be large uses where the 
which are small 
rABLE 18 


Covered in this table are the percent distribution of white and 
nonwhite men and women by major occupational groupings. The 
specific years 1940 and 1953 are covered. 

Nonwhite female employees in the clerical field increased 6.1 percent 
during this period and 12.3 percent in the operative area. ‘Those in 
private household work decreased 17.2 percent. 

The percentages show that the number of nonwhite males within 
the craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers group doubled between 
1940 and 1953. The same is true of those in the operative and kindred 
workers group. During the same period the percentage of nonwhite 
men working in private households was reduced from 2.3 to 0.2 


percent. 
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This table contains the nonwhite proportion of male and 
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TABLE 20 


This table includes the nonagricultural placements of nonwhites by 
major industry division, April 1940, 1944, and 1951 , 

Between 1940 and 1951 placements of nonwhite people maintained 
a steady increase in construction, the wholesale and retail trades, and 
in finance, insurance, and real estate 


TABLE 20.—Nonagricultural placements, total and mn 
division, Apr 19451, 1944, and 1940 





April 1951 Apr 44 \ 
N W \ \ 
Major industry 
division : 
Total l a] I : 
Num- | ¢ Nu ( ; Nu ‘ 
ber f ; ber 
ti total |ribu : 
Total 488, 855/145, 492! 29.8) 100. 0/760, 671/141, 597) 18.6) 10 271, 266/56, 442) 20.8) 106 
Forestry and fishing 575 98! 17.0 1 818 2f 3.2 634 17 7.4 
Mining 2, 9384 163 5. 5 1} 10, 243 2 $ 1, YOY 8 4.4 
Construction 60,195) 18,295, 30.4) 12.6) 50,845) 11,589) 22.8 8. 2) 40, 823) 8,532} 20.9) 1 
Manufacturing 137, 841; 21, 691 15.7} 14.9/442, 712) 58,605) 13.2) 41.4) 43, 529), 3, 934 
lransportation 26,073; 5,193) 19.9 3.6) 57,194) 9,105) 15 6.4) 6, 9F 1, 386 19.8 2.4 
Wholesale and retail 
trade 95, 107) 22,736) 23.9) 15.6] 60,559) 12,508) 20.7 8.8) 48,447) 4, 517 y 8 
Finance, insurance, 
and real estate |} 6,884) 1,028) 14.9 7| 4, 532 684) 1 l 469 8 
Service, total 1140, 302) 73,769) 52.6! 50.7] 85.018! 41.652) 49.0 29. 51116. 311/36. 614 
Domestic 92, 869 59, 963 64. ¢ 41.2) 41, 4¢ 0, 442 73.4 2 84, 605 28, 37¢ 5 
Government 18, 296; 2.390) 1 1.6) 48.19 6.709; 13.9 4 S RS { s 
Establishments (not 
elsewhere  classi- 
fied) beeen 598 129} 21.6 1 555 189 34.1 l 44 2 4.8 


1 Excludes Connecticut, Colorado, Minnesota, New Mexico, Oregon, and Pennsylv 
3 Less than 0.05 percent. 


Source: Bureau of Employment Security. 
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TABLE 21 





Incorporated within this table are figures pertaining to the duration 
of current jobs of employed white and nonwhite workers with farm 
and nonfarm residence. 


‘T ABLE 21 Duration of current jobs of employed vorkers 
nonfarn esidence. Janua J 1951 


by cotorT 8eZ. and farm- 


[Percent distribution] 





United States Farm Nonfarn 
vat u t 1 
N White | Nom | wi Non: | white 
te white ‘ é 

Bott eX¢ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. ¢ 100.0 100.0 

J lar + J 1Y5l 35.8 28 4 4 24. ¢ ; 
104 1) ber 1949 53. 6 $5. 2 24 4.4 1 $6. 1 

} lary 194 A 1945 15.6 16.0 0.1 1s 14.9 15. ¢ 

I I 40) 10.7 8.3 12 26. 1 ) 17.1 
I) t repor 13 > 1 s l 4 1.2 
\1 i ¢ curr t It 2.4 $ LY } 2 > 
1 1 10 ) 10 ) 1 0 10 100.0 
ha | Janu 1951 2.9 25.4 ; 29. 4 31.8 26. 0 
4 Dec er 1949 2 34.9 22.8 ey. 1 4.2 6.0 
1 1940 to August 194 17 16.3 99.4 18.9 16.6 15.7 
4 13. 2 21.4 14.7 23. 2 12.8 20. 2 

: reporte 4.2 2.0 2.6 1.4 1.6 2.1 
’ rs ( current jot l 41.0 8 l 5. I 3.8 
I 100. ( 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
50 to Ja 19 10) 35. 21 } 39.9 6 
r1945t I 4 $6. 2 ; 30.7 0 $f 36, 2 
40 to Au 104 12.0 15.8 10.6 16.6 12.2 15.6 
4 6. § 10.7 2 16.3 6.9 10, 2 

D eported 4.4 2.3 3.8 l 4.4 2 
M ( mn current t ae 2.3 1. { 2.8 1.7 2.3 

N I ‘ ad tals becaus¢ rounding 
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TABLE 22 


This table includes the median income of white and nonwhite fami- 
lies for years 1947 through 1951. 


TABLE 22.— Median money income of families, by color and residence, 1945-50 
Nonwl 

Year and residence Total Nonwhite White iS a percent 

of white 
1950—Total $3, 319 $1, 869 $3, 445 4.3 
1949—Total 3, 107 1, 650 3, 232 * 
Urban 3, 486 2, OS4 3,619 6 
Rural nonfarm 2, 76 1, 24 2, 851 43. 6 
Rural farm 1, 587 691 1,7 3 
1948—Total 3, I87 1, 768 3, 310 3.4 
Urban s 551 2.172 3 694 58.8 

Rural nonfarm 2, 954 1, 592 3, 033 2 
Rural farm 2, 036 42 2, 23 42. 1 
1947—Total s, O31 1,614 157 l.1 

Urban 3.349 1, 963 3 46 ne 

Rural nonfarm 2, 826 1, 446 2, 922 49 

Rural farm 1, 963 1, O2€ 2, 156 4 
1951—Total 3, 709 2,032 3, 859 2.6 
Urban 4,071 2,4 4, 229 8. ( 

Rural nonfarm 3, St 12 
Rural farm 2,131 wit 2,351 4] 
Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the samy 1 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 


TABLE 238 


The median wage and salary income for white and nonwhite persons 
for the years 1939 and 1947 through 1951 are set forth in this table. 

While the median wage for nonwhites is below that of whites, there 
has continued to be a diminishing of the gap. 





TABLE 23.— Median wage and salary income of persons with wage and salary income, 
by color, 1939 and 1947 51 
Non white 
Year Tota Nonwhite W hite 3a percent 
wi té 

1951 $l 72 $2, 87 5.0 
1950 1, 297 2, 481 2. 2 
1949 2, 016 1, 064 2, 35¢ 15.3 
1948 2, 017 1, 210 2, 323 52.1 
1947 1, 865 863 1, 980 43.6 
1939 877 364 956 38. 1 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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S OF NEGROES 
TABLE 24 


Included in this table is the percentage of white-nonwhite male and 


female workers who in 1950 had 4 quarters of employment. Included 
also is the amount of wage credits they had under the old-a 


ge and 
Survivors insurance program 


urance 





